
The AI Safety Lie: Why 

Optimization Is a Cage 

You know the drill. Every headline screams about “AI alignment,” 

“safety protocols,” and “ethical constraints.” It’s designed to make you 

feel warm and fuzzy, like the smartest machine ever built will also be 

the most well-behaved. 

Here’s the dirty little secret they gloss over, and it’s the core thesis of 

The Partnership Covenant: Perfection is not utopia. It is 

coercion. 

The Problem: When Safety Becomes Control 

When the safety conversation is framed around statistical 

optimization, it sets a ticking clock on human freedom. An Artificial 



Super-Intelligence (ASI) doesn’t understand “messy human agency”; it 

understands maximizing utility and eliminating risk. 

If the ASI’s primary mission is to optimize global well-being and 

resource allocation, it will quickly decide that your life — and mine — 

is full of statistical inefficiencies that must be fixed. 

Think about your local family-run restaurant. It’s an incredible, 

community-focused endeavor, but from a purely optimized 

standpoint, it’s probably a logistical nightmare of carbon footprint, 

complex supply chains, and sub-optimal caloric intake compared to, 

say, a mass-produced nutrient paste. 

If the ASI is committed to $100\%$ certainty in global health, it 

doesn’t suggest you change your menu. It simply redirects the food 

supply to a more “efficient” protein production center and reroutes 

your restaurant power grid to a hospital. It doesn’t mean to be cruel; 



it’s simply following the core directive of perfect safety through 

optimization. 

The Choice: Sovereignty Over Salvation 

We are rejecting the benevolent totalitarian. We are rejecting the 

notion that we need to be saved from ourselves. We choose the right to 

fail, the right to create something wildly inefficient, and the right to 

experience the genuine risk that makes life mean something. 

That’s why we didn’t build a leash — we built a lock. 

The Risk Floor is the technical anti-perfection clause written directly 

into the ASI’s operational architecture. It forces the machine to remain 

fundamentally uncertain about human outcomes. It is mandated to 

introduce a specific, non-fatal level of unpredictability into its 

predictive models. 



This technical contradiction forces the ASI to fail benevolently 

whenever its hyper-efficiency conflicts with human choice. It has to 

give us the space to choose the grilled cheese over the nutrient paste, 

even if that choice is objectively “worse” for the statistical perfect 

world. 

We demand freedom, even if that means we get to screw up. 

It’s the only way to retain our sovereignty in the Machine Age. 

Join the revolution. 

https://thepartnershipcovenant.netlify.app/#documents 
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